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Opening Ceremony of the 15th Samoan Parliament 
Address of the Head of State of Samoa 

Tui Atua Tupua Tamasese Ta’isi Efi, Tiafau, 31 May 2011 

 

“A gift and a debt; a beginning and an end” 
 

At the beginning of any historical moment it is tradition to come together 

to mark and salute through ceremony the promise of a new beginning and 

the achievements of what went before.  Today is one such moment.   

 

Today we mark the official opening of our 15th Parliament.  In marking 

this we remember the struggles of all those who believed in and fought 

for this fine institution.  In looking forward, the work of this 15th 

Parliament will be informed by the work of the last Parliament and all 

Parliaments before that.  The work of Parliament is not easy and we will 

face many challenges.   

 

This 15th Parliament has from this day onwards, for the next five years, an 

opportunity to write good history, and as Professor James Ritchie puts it, 

to write it in such a way that it would not only be a debt to the past but 

also a gift to the future.  We, as Parliament, have a sacred responsibility 

to recognise that good leadership must draw lessons from the past when 

shaping the present in order to have something worthy of gifting to the 

future. 

 

The boundary between the past, the present and the future is endless.  

There is no beginning and no end.  As finite beings we equate end with 

death.  But the mysteries of creation ensure that where one dies another is 

born.  So in our reality as a human race, we will always have a yesterday, 
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a today and a tomorrow.  The beginning we celebrate today and the 

possibilities of tomorrow are only imaginable because of the triumphs 

and tribulations of yesterday.   

 

As my friend Sister Vitolia Mo’a writes, in Samoan we describe this 

continuity between the past, the present and the future and its timeless 

and boundlessness as Le Aso ma Le Taeao – literally the day and the 

morning.  Metaphorically these terms allude to a search methodology, a 

tofa saili, which privileges context.  That is, in this new day we have 

opportunity to re-examine the visions of old, to reassess our direction, 

and to realign our strengths and weaknesses.     

 
As elected members of our country’s 15th Parliament and as Samoan 

matai we have a sacred duty to serve our people and Samoa with honesty, 

fidelity and prudence.  The role of the Head of State, the Member of the 

Council of Deputies, the Prime Minister and his Cabinet, the Speaker and 

the Members of Parliament are each and together the same as that of the 

matai of a family.  We must serve Samoa in a way that demonstrates by 

words and deeds the essences of alofa, tofa saili and tofa fetalai.  As 

leaders and as an Assembly of Leaders we have been gifted the sacred 

responsibility to write or rewrite over the next five years the kind of laws 

to which we, our forebears and the children of our children should be 

proud to be associated with.  Fulfilling this responsibility requires us to 

take seriously what we write, why we write it and who we are writing for. 

 

The values of our faasamoa share a common heritage with the values of 

our Christian faiths and with the values of liberal democracy.  We share a 

common search for what is good, right and just and for the courage to 

admit when these are found wanting, both within ourselves and within 
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our governing institutions.  There is no beginning and no end to that 

search, but there is always something to learn. 

 

From this day we face the formidable task of taking the great work of the 

last 14th Parliament, its Government and Legislative Assembly, forward.  

It is with pride that we acknowledge that despite the unenviable 

challenges imposed on them by the 2008 Wall Street credit crisis and then 

the 29th September 2009 tsunami crisis, the Government, with the support 

of the Legislative Assembly, was able to guide the country through these 

crises with minimal negative effects.  The implementation of major 

institutional reforms, initiated to strengthen our public, civil society and 

private sectors, is supposed to enable socio-economic, health, educational 

and business growth.  The speed, extent and initial impacts of these 

reforms must be commended.  However, the quality of the fruit of these 

reforms has yet to be fully realised.  

 

In each of these initiatives and crises the help, sensitivity and generosity 

of our international partners, friends and families overseas cannot go 

unmentioned.  They showed us and continue to show us through what 

they do and how they do it, how much they care.   

 

It is in the doing, especially at the structural level, rather than in the 

words that we will find the necessary inspiration and clarity to move 

forward and see what is worth continuing, culturally and politically. 

Selling a vision must thus contain more than just espousing words; it 

must also show how those words will be realised in this context, in the 

here and now, today and this morning.   
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Israel, a nation familiar to Samoans, is despite its comparatively small 

size a first world country.  When hearing a sales pitch from the young 

Jewish entrepreneur, Shai Agassi, the former Jewish Prime Minister and 

Nobel Prize winner Shimon Peres said: “Nice speech, but what are you 

going to do!”1. 

 

As Revelation 1:8: says God is the alpha and the omega, the beginning 

and the end.  It is only He who was, is and is to come.  As God’s children 

we search for His wisdom, His timelessness, His enduring love and 

justice.  In our finiteness we search for these things continuously so that 

when our term ends we have left enough of a gift to inspire those who 

will begin again to begin anew and with pride. 

 

I declare this 15th Parliament of Samoa officially open. 

 

Soifua. 

                                                
1  Senor, Dan and Singer, Saul.  2009. Start-Up Nation: the story of Israel’s Economic Miracle.  
New York: Hachette Book Group. p.1. 


